
Prizes
Prizes will be awarded in three categories:

 Years 3–5          Years 6–8          Years 9–11

Prizes for each category:

1st: Libraries in Aotearoa T-shirt, Hell Pizza Voucher, a 
selection of children’s and/or young adult books, and 
other goodies.

2nd: Hell Pizza Voucher and a selection of children’s 
and/or young adult books.

3rd: Fixx and Fog Chocolate Peanut Butter and a 
children’s or young adult book.

Win wonderful book prizes provided by LIANZA, The Library and Information Association of New Zealand Aotearoa.
In conjunction with LIANZA, the School for Young Writers invites you to express your thoughts and feelings about the 
people who make reading, learning and entertainment possible: yes, LIBRARIANS! 

To celebrate these unsung heroes of literacy we invite you to write: 

An Ode to Librarians
What’s an ode?
It’s a poetic form dating back to ancient Greece. Pindaric 
Odes (celebrating heroic individuals, nations or abstract 
ideas) and Homeric Odes (celebrating people, virtues, and 
aspects of society or nature) have all sorts of rules, so we’ll 
keep it simple!

Nowadays odes are much less formal poems of moderate 
length, rhymed or unrhymed, and often humorous. 

A related term is the Apostrophe. This is not the pesky 
punctuation mark that many people don’t use properly! In 
a literary sense, it’s a poem of praise directly addressed to a 
person, a place, an idea or an object. 

If you’d like more information and would like to read some 
odes before writing one, what do you do?

Ask a librarian, of course!

COMPETITION RULES
By entering, you agree that:
v Odes will be independent work, maximum 30 lines.
v Odes will abide by the topic: “An Ode to Librarians”.
v  Writers will be New Zealand citizens or permanent residents 

of New Zealand.
v One entry per person will be accepted. 
v  LIANZA reserves the right not to award any prize should the 

calibre of entries be of a low standard. 
v  The judges’ decision will be final and no correspondence with 

the judges will be entered into.
v  LIANZA reserves the right to publish all entries at the editor’s 

discretion. 
v  It is a condition of the competition that the winning writers’ 

names and photographs may be used by LIANZA for publicity 
purposes.

Email your entries to:
young.writers@xtra.co.nz

Entries must be sent in a plain text or doc file Deadline: 11 September

new competition!

To enter, follow these steps:
1.  Download an entry form from: 

www.schoolforyoungwriters.org

2. Save it to your desktop.

3.  Fill in the entry form. You will need a recent version of 

Adobe Reader in order to fill it in.

4.  Save the completed form as a PDF using 
“Save As”. Key in your name alongside the 
existing title “Ode Entry Form”.

5.  Email your story and the entry form to:  
young.writers@xtra.co.nz

6.  If you have any problems you may post your 
entry to the School for Young Writers,  
PO Box 21120, Christchurch 8143

Ode to Librarians Entry Form


