
Tararua District Library has launched ‘Baby Rock’ – 
movement to music for under 2’s at Dannevirke Library. 

Baby Rock is ‘active movement for early learning’ 
sessions for parents or caregivers and their babies from 
birth to two years. 

A Sport New Zealand initiative, Baby Rock is a fun 30-
minute music and movement programme aimed at 
stimulating babies' brain and body development, and is 
available, free, at Dannevirke Library. 

Movement is a child’s first language, so it is important to 
provide babies with gentle exercise right from birth. 

While the activities are generally for babies, Baby Rock 
sessions are fun and beneficial for older pre-schoolers 
as well. 

The half hour sessions are Wednesdays during term 
time at 11am beginning 13 February. We invite parents or caregivers to bring their 
little ones along and to join us for tea or coffee afterwards.  

Please bring a mat or similar for your baby to lie on. 
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Baby Rock Baby Rock   

T 
hree be-plaited Norse maidens were spotted 
weaving magical fairy-tale webs to ensnare 
passing children of all ages onto the mat for 
storytelling of tales by  Scandinavian legend  

Hans Christian Andersen. The reason? All in support 
of the Scandinavian  Festival held annually to  
celebrate the heritage of Dannevirke, Norsewood, and 
the surrounding area. The fair maidens, well one not-so-fair, and one sort-of Norwegian 
land pirate; and one who looked suspiciously like District Librarian Heather Taylor,  
reportedly enjoyed their story telling sessions, and interacting with the many visitors 
from Scandinavia.   
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District Librarian Heather Taylor  



To acquire the habit of reading is to construct for yourself a refuge from almost all the 

miseries of life.”     Somerset Maugham 

 

I 
t’s that time of year 

again, when we come 

together to celebrate 

how books can 

change lives.  

Internationally acclaimed 
author Joanne Drayton is 
coming to the Dannevirke 
Library on Thursday 21 
March to talk about her 
biography, ‘The Search for 
Anne Perry’, a crime writer 
who has sold 25 million 
books published in 19 
different languages. Her 
best-seller status becomes 

far more interesting when 
you learn that Anne Perry 
is in fact Juliet Hulme, 
perpetrator of the 1954 
matricide against Honora 
Rieper, her friend’s 
mother. In collusion with 
her school friend Pauline 
Parker, the girls planned 
the murder after Parker’s 
parents split up and she 
was to move with her 
mother to South Africa. 

The case that gripped New 
Zealand in the 1950s 
received world-wide 
attention when Peter 
Jackson directed and co-
wrote the film 'Heavenly 
Creatures' in 1994. The 
film, aside from launching 
Jackson’s international 
career, reopened 
speculation about what 
had happened to the two 
fifteen-year-olds, and it 
was that same year Anne 
Perry, now living and 
writing in the Scottish 
Highlands, was outed as 
Juliet Hulme by the New 
Zealand Herald 
newspaper. 

Dr Joanne Drayton is an 
associate Professor of 
Design and Visual Arts at 
Unitec in Auckland. 
She has published several 
works, including the  
critically acclaimed Ngaio 
Marsh: Her Life in Crime 
(2008) that was a 
Christmas pick of The 
Independent when it was 
released in the United 

Kingdom in 2009.  

Her other biographies 
include Edith Collier: Her 
Life and Work, 1885–1964 
(1999); Rhona Haszard: 
An Experimental 
Expatriate New Zealand 
Artist (2002); and Frances 
Hodgkins: A Private 
Viewing (2005). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us at the Dannevirke 
Library on Thursday 
March 21 for An Evening 
with Joanne Drayton. Dr 
Drayton will begin 
speaking shortly after 
6 pm, with nibbles and a 

glass of wine.  

Entry is by gold coin 
donation, and please 
direct any enquiries to 
your local branch: 
Dannevirke 374 4255 
Pahiatua      376 0121 
Woodville    376 0218 

Eketahuna   376 0219 

Or email: 

Library@tararuadc.govt.nz 

An indication of numbers 
by March 15 would be 

much appreciated. 
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Author, Joan Dratyton 



 

New Zealand Book Month is a nationwide  

campaign to help establish and build a 

nation of dedicated readers and to bring 

readers and  writers together.  

 

In support of New Zealand Book Month, Booksellers NZ will be sending every household 

a $5 book voucher to help encourage communities north and south to get reading.  New 

Zealand Book Month is a non-profit initiative promoting books and reading – and as a 

result, literacy – in New Zealand. 

 

The clear goal of New Zealand Book Month is to form a community of readers from Cape 

Reinga to the Bluff -  to see Kiwis:  

 Passionate about books, determined to share them with each other and  

 spreading the word 

 Telling and retelling stories and recommending new books to read 

 
 Reading and talking about books - from friend to neighbour, school bus to 
 sporting field, workplace to playground. 
 
NZ Book Month works alongside a wide range of organisations fundamental to books and 

reading in New Zealand. Publishers, authors, booksellers, libraries, schools and reading 

activists all provide the necessary support to make NZ Book Month a success. 
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R 
emember we are active on Facebook, 
and our stats are climbing. We now 

have 139 likes, up from 100 last year, and 
our weekly reach for last week was 838 
 people, which meant 838 people saw or 
interacted with our page. However, we only 
have 68 people talking about our page, 
which we would like  to  increase as 
Facebook is a fast and easy method of 
keeping our members and the community 
up to date when sharing our events and 
services. The more people who like us, the 
more useful it will be, so if you haven’t  
already, please like our page, and we 
would love you to share it with your friends 
too. 

Valentine’s Day 
this year was marked 

with a special display 

at Pahiatua, inviting 

borrowers to have a 

“blind date” with a 

book. The only clue 

borrowers  had was 

that the books 

covered with brown paper had which area 

of  the Library the book was from, e.g. 

Fiction, non-fiction, Large Print.  

Unfortunately, no-one at Pahiatua wanted 

or needed a ‘blind date’, although one 

borrower told Diane, after enquiring what 

the display was all about, that he met his 

wife on a ‘blind date’ 30+ years ago! 
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YOUR Library - the HEART of OUR Community! 

Woodville’s Book Club is alive and well.  Members meet on the last Tuesday of each 
month in the Woodville Library, get a drink and settle down for a great time of sharing 
what they all love – good books.  As a result members are challenged to try a new type 
of book or delve into their past for a beloved book to share. 

At our most recent meeting, we were treated to a reading by a former librarian, and what 
a treat! We heard a remarkable  tale of a traveller’s chance visit to Ascension Island in 
the South Atlantic Ocean about midway between Brazil and Angola in West Africa. 

Other interesting reviews followed and it was unanimously agreed that the “Top Cats” of 
the travel writers are Bill Bryson and Michael Palin.  

To all you armchair travellers, you can do no better than visit your local library and hone 
in on the travel section, and if nothing else, enjoy the beautiful scenery depicted in the 
luxurious books on our shelves. 
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T 
he summer holidays are always a 
busy time for Eketahuna Library 
as we run a very popular and 
successful Reading Program 

aimed at children aged 2 to 18. This year 
we had 20 children complete the younger 
program, 3 the intermediate one and 1 the 
older program.  

Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves 
and we enjoyed hearing about all the 
books they read through the holidays. 
Thank you to all the children, mums and 
dads and especially our  wonderful  
volunteers who continue to support and 
participate in this amazing free program.  

We recently held “Blind 
Date with a Book” for 
Valentines Day.  Books 
are wrapped up and  
Library staff then write 
titbits of information 
about the book on the 
wrapper.  Borrowers 
can then choose to 

check the book out and take it home with 
them.. like a blind date, you don't know 
what you get till you open it.  But 
Eketahuna borrowers were a little slow in 
coming forward to embrace this concept 
and the books were slow to move!  Come 
on now Eketahuna, lets live a little! 

Eke ExpressEke Express  

Speaking of travel literature, we have our very own local travel author 

Danica-Lea Larcombe.  Danica has published a book called “Pushing 

the Boundaries : a mission to see the world”. One reviewer said  A 

great book, about the experiences of a young woman travelling the 

world on her own. Danica sets each scene with such vivid 

imagery, that I feel as though I have visited some of these places, 

and not just read about them. The book is written in a diary style, 

and I found Danica’s narrative light and easy to read. This book is 

available for borrowing from the Tararua District Library.  
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