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Season’s  Greet ings Season’s  Greet ings Season’s  Greet ings    

 

Children’s EventsChildren’s Events  

I 
t is that time again – Summer Holidays… and… Summer Reading Programmes.  
Children are flocking in to do their report-ins for the three programmes on offer. 

Free craft sessions and entertainers are on throughout the holidays. Check at the 
libraries for dates and times. 

J 
unior collections are being vamped up and reallocated across the district. Old, 
tired and well loved books will be retired and offered for sale at our 

Dannevirke book sale. Books still in good condition and well read at their ‘home’ 
library will be reallocated to other Tararua libraries so more young people can enjoy 
them. 

  

 

  



"Libraries made me a writer, but more importantly, they made me a thinker”  Sarah Darer Littman  
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A 
nother busy and successful year has 
flown by at Tararua District Library - 

here is a round-up of some of the things we 
got up to in 2014: 

The Summer Reading programme wound up 
in 
January 
2014 
with 
more 
than 350 
children 
and 
young 
adults book-worming their way through the 
warm weather. Staff across all branches 
listened to more than 1,000 reviews. Wow! 

Dannevirke Library had a wonderful ‘re-
shuffle’ in February when new carpet was 
laid. This was a huge undertaking as ALL the 
books had to be moved first one way and 
then another – hence the ‘shuffling’! District  
Librarian Heather Taylor and her Dannevirke 
staff (with the help of a couple of kind  
volunteers!) took advantage of the 
opportunity to create a more user-friendly 
layout with more room for people to sit and 
read;  study; or use the free wi-fi on their 
devices.   

Not to be left out, Pahiatua Library re-
arranged their reading room to create a 
more welcoming space, allowing those 
studying some privacy, and those reading 
our range of daily newspapers some peace 
and quiet. Some of Pahiatua and Woodville's 
bookshelves were replaced by rolling 
shelves, making the libraries safer in an 
earthquake and easier to host events. 

Eketahuna Library received a facelift too, 
when the collections were shifted and a new 

children’s area created. 

Dannevirke librarians mingled with the 
crowds who came to look at the steam train 
on Art Deco weekend and painted children's 
faces - the novice face-painters learnt from 
books in our library of course! 

We have many creative staff making amazing 
displays throughout the year, with 
Woodville’s amusing tableau incorporating 
mannequins Frank and Lola loving it up on 
Valentine’s Day, as well as the thought-
provoking Gratitude Tree on their wall. 
Eketahuna staff created a bright and bold 
'popcorn display' for the slew of new DVDs 
we bought; and Pahiatua and Dannevirke 
made insightful displays commemorating the 
occasion of 100 years since WWI began, to 
mention just a few. 

In May, we held our annual Year 7&8 quiz in 
conjunction with NZ Post Children's Book 
Awards, with South School’s “Royal” team 
taking the honours.  Award finalist Melinda 
Syzmanik visited and spoke about her book 
‘A Winter’s Day in 1939’, and gave the crowd 
of kids some tips on writing their own books. 

In July, Tararua District Library hosted our 
most successful Winter reading programme 
to date involving 10 primary schools across 
the district with 974 children reading for fun, 

learning and 
incentives. Many  
thanks to the 
Eastern and 
Central 
Community Trust 
for continuing to 
fund our very 
popular reading 
programmes. 

We loved this cheeky book 

review by Emma Bray! 

Summer Reading Fun at Eketahuna 



  

Our Maths is Fun 
programme proved 
very popular with 
those that took 
part. They were 
sent home with  

some ice block sticks to make a playground. They 
brought these along to the Finale party which 
was held in the Community Centre. The kids 
were very creative turning out some great 
swings, slides, flying foxes, toilets etc.   
 

The Library is now decorated ready for the 
Summer Reading Programme and we are looking 
forward to seeing lots of keen kids take part, 

both the ones that that have done the 
programme before and any newbies.   
 

As the pre season rugby game between the 
Hurricanes and the Crusaders is to be held in 
Eketahuna in January we have been flying the 
Hurricane flag. The gardeners are hard at work 
on the gardens in Main Street. The Gardens 
outside the Library should soon be a riot of 
colour.   
 

As we will be closed between Christmas and New 
Year be sure to come in before then and stock up 
with plenty of books for over the break.  
 

Seasons Greetings from Corinna and Janice 

Eke ExpressEke Express  

Having fun with Maths is Fun! 

Spring 
must 
have 
been 
the 

inspiration behind more than 50 people 
channelling the spirit of poetry and entering 
our inaugural poetry competition in 
September. National Poetry Day culminated 
 in a Poetry evening at Woodville  
with many poets reading their entries aloud.  
Judge Belinda Diepenheim awarded Sarah 
Walsh top honours this year for 
her work, 'Rosa's Hair'. Here's looking forward 
to next year's competition!  

October heralded our annual Trivia Quiz which 
was great fun, with many people getting into 
the spirit of dress-up to the theme of 1914 - to 
commemorate WWI. Four-time title holders 
'Three Assets and a Liability' lost their crowns 
to a team of brainy teachers this year, 
‘International Intelligence’ from Dannevirke 
High School. 

Maths is Fun in  both July and October held in 
conjunction with Wairarapa REAP was a 
resounding success, thanks to the friendly and 
fun tutors. Weird and wonderful creations 
were made in the finale competition, and a 
trail of paper wound its way around the floor 
between library shelves. Very intriguing! 

Throughout the year, zany craft sessions were 
well-attended; school children and pre-
schoolers visited to be read to; magicians and 
storytellers entertained; many old books were 
sold to make way for the new – there’s always 
something going on at your local library. 
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Tararua District Library staff also got a new 
outfit, as modelled here by Dannevirke staff! 

 



YOUR Library the heart OUR Community! 

Pahiatua PostcardPahiatua Postcard  

Want some ideas for Christmas crafts?  Visit our World Book 
database: Craft corner!  Craft Corner offers thousands of activities with 

easy, clear instructions, photographs, illustrations, and more. Every craft also 
contains a list of materials for easy reference and can be printed, e-mailed, 

or saved in its entirety to your personal computer. 

Pahiatua Library is 

taking part in the 
‘Amazing Race’, a 
business promotion. Entry 
forms are available in the 

Bush Telegraph. Visit various businesses around 
town, answer the questions and on the 14th of 
December the results will be drawn at the 
Pahiatua Christmas in the Park, with the winner 
receiving a 2014 Honda CRF50F Kids Motorbike. 

 AND you can enter the ‘Grab a Grand’ 
competition as well, by either using two of our 
services, e.g. APNK and Photocopying or by 

issuing two or more 
books on your library 
card. Winners of this 
competition will 
receive $1,000. 

 In October, Pahiatua celebrated the 70th 
Anniversary of the return of the Polish Children 
of Pahiatua. 733 adults and 105 children were 
sent to Pahiatua whilst their country was in a 
state of war – you can read more in their story 
‘The Invited’ by Krstyna Skwarko or check out 
the article on the Tararua District Library 
Facebook or blog.  

We have been wearing our  
Summer Reading  
Programme T Shirts and  we 
love this year’s colours!   
Enrolments for the Summer  
Reading Programme have 
been well supported with  
twenty five enrolments for 
the younger ones. The prizes 

are well worth the 
children's efforts. Our 
display has been well 
received from the 
Public with lots of  
enthusiasm.  

The new local Early  
Childhood Centre 
visited us and enjoyed a story from the library.  It is good to see the young being encouraged to 
read and listen.   We also had Mary Kippenberger visit the local Papatawa School which was a 
highlight for them and really loved her storytelling and role playing.    We are closed from 5pm 
24 December until 5 January  -  Happy holidays  from Sue, Leilani,  Raewyn  

Dannevirke Library will have 

some children’s pre-loved Library 

books for sale in their front foyer 

on Market Day - great stocking 

fillers!  BUT WAIT THERE’s 
MORE…  Our main Book Sale 

will then start on 15 December 

and run throughout the school 

holidays.  The focus for this sale is 

on children’s books. 

 

Woodville WordWoodville Word  Dannevirke DiaryDannevirke Diary  

 

Leilani and Sue looking fab in 

this year’s Summer Reading 

theme. 


